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Ben Gardner was born and raised in Kerrville, so he had always had some awareness of Texas 
Lions Camp simply because it has always been part of the community. He became more familiar 
with it after joining the Kerrville Host Lions Club, which gave him a deeper understanding of the 
camp’s mission and impact.

Ben and his son, Aiden, have attended Family Camp for 
the last four years, and this upcoming summer will be their 
fifth year. Aiden is autistic, which can mean many different 
things, but for him it means he doesn’t speak in full 
sentences or hold conversations in a typical way. He wants 
to be around others and participate in social gatherings 
but often doesn’t quite know what that looks like. Anxiety 
and an intense need to know everything about a subject 
are pretty constant parts of their daily lives.

Because of those challenges, Ben wasn’t sure whether 
a traditional summer camp experience would ever 
be possible for Aiden. Thanks to the structured and 
predictable environment at Texas Lions Camp, he is able 
to attend, interact with other kids, and truly experience 
summer camp — complete with s’mores, horseback riding, 
and all the things kids should get to enjoy.

Ben shared, “While nothing about our experience has been 
dramatically life-changing in a single moment, watching 
Aiden’s continued growth in that environment has been 
incredibly meaningful.” These kids progress at their own 
pace, and Ben always reminds people of that. The first year 
they attended, Aiden only completed the practice ropes 
structure. By the third year, there was a friend he wanted 
to impress, and that motivation helped him overcome his 
fear and anxiety. He climbed the pole, trembling and yelling 
down the whole time, made it to the top, and rode the 
zipline. When he landed, the first person he looked for 
was that friend, just to make sure they saw what he had 
accomplished.

Aiden truly loves everything about the camp, but his 
favorite activities include farm life—especially seeing the 

baby animals up close—and swimming, which he absolutely enjoys. As a family, one of their 
favorite memories is a “Family Feud”–style activity the camp hosted on opening night a few 
years ago. It was a lot of fun, and Aiden even surprised everyone with some of his answers.

The Kerrville Host Lions Club has had a significant impact on their lives. The members are 
always looking for ways to be more involved in the community and are generous with their 
time and labor. They genuinely want to make a difference, and it shows.

Over the years, Ben and Aiden have met so many incredible counselors at Texas Lions 
Camp. While they may not always remember every name from year to year, every counselor 
consistently shares the same amazing Lions Camp spirit. Everyone is inclusive and always 
goes out of their way to make sure families are having a great experience and getting the 
most out of their time at camp.

There are so many special memories that it’s hard to choose just one — from Aiden 
conquering the ropes course, to drawing back a bow on his own for the first time last year, 
to countless other “firsts.” Ben shared that his personal favorite memory, though, is the first 
time they participated in farm life. Aiden absolutely loved the baby goats, cows, pigs, and 
other animals. He petted them, booped their noses, and was completely immersed in the joy 
of the experience.
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